
U.S. Department of Transportation  May 19, 2022 
Docket Operations 
West Building Ground Floor, Room W12-140 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Petition by Republic Airways Inc. for Exemption from 14 C.F.R. § 61.160(a) 
Docket No. FAA-2022-0535 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Airline Professionals Association, Teamsters Local Union No. 1224 (“Teamsters Local 1224”) represents more 
than 2,500 pilots in the service of ABX Air, Cape Air, Horizon Air, Omni Air, and Silver Airways.  Our members fly 
aircraft from 7,000 to 700,000 lbs. under FAR Part 135 and Part 121, in scheduled and unscheduled passenger 
and cargo operations.  We hereby submit this letter in opposition to the April 14, 2022 Petition of Republic 
Airways, Inc. (“Republic”) for Exemption from 14 C.F.R. § 61.160(a) to enable it to implement its Restricted Air 
Transport (R-ATP) Program.   

We oppose the Republic Petition because its R-ATP Program does not meet the increased safety standards 
required for the FAA to legally grant an exemption, as mandated under H.R. 5900, Section 217 (2010): 

Directs the FAA Administrator to conduct a rulemaking proceeding to modify minimum federal requirements for the 
issuance of airline transport pilot certificates. Requires a pilot to have at least 1,500 flight hours to qualify for a 
certificate. Authorizes the Administrator to allow specific academic training courses, beyond the minimum required, to 
be credited toward total flight hours, if allowing a pilot to take such courses will enhance safety more than requiring full 
compliance with the flight hours requirement. 

The purpose of this legislation, enacted into law as the Airline Safety and Federal Aviation Administration Act of 
2010, Pub. L. 111-216, was to improve airline safety by raising the number of required flight time hours from 
250 to 1500 hours to be eligible to operate under Part 121.  High training standards, coupled with more hours 
of experience, together are the proven path to the safest airline operations.  Simply put, there is no substitute 
for experience.  

Republic’s claim that its R-ATP Program is designed to resemble and provide the benefits, rigorous curriculum 
and the structure of the military-based pathways training, as well as its claim that its program “will exceed the 
safety standards of the military R-ATP” can only be described as preposterous.    Its insistence that so called 
“military style” training can replace 750 hours of flight time is not supported in its documentation and ignores 
the culture and operational experiences that the military provides.   
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The Role of Flight Experience vs Academic Courses in Advancing Safety: 

Aviating is a complex skill that requires talent, polished by practice and perfected by experience. 

Hand flying develops the kinesthetic ability to feel the airplane through the flight controls and our senses: 
feeling gusts, sink rate, shear, and learning to make accurate control inputs as it happens; anticipating the 
correct response to maintain stable flight, instead of reacting to the airplane’s disruptions or failing to reverse 
adverse trends smoothly.  This air-sense is critical not just for handling automation failures, but for managing 
the daily occurrences in the real world where automation is not appropriate, such as a visual approach, late 
runway change, system failures, an engine failure, or severe flight upset recovery.  Not to mention the 
previously un-imagined scenarios that we have witnessed: The Miracle on the Hudson, the Sioux City DC-10 
crash, Aloha 243, or perhaps the next Max-like design flaw to which the less experienced would fall victim, but a 
skilled aviator could overcome.  The recent events surrounding 5-G implementation required pilots in some 
circumstances to hand fly the aircraft without automation, without even flight director guidance, in low visibility 
weather down to approach minimums.  This was a nationwide event, that impacted every airplane type at every 
airline until alternate means of compliance were developed.  Aircrews certified under the current 1500-hour 
rule (or greater) succeeded at this; would pilots with 750 hours less experience have fared as well?  

An academic course cannot replace 750 hours of flying and command experience. At this point in a career a 
pilot is typically given less direct oversight and more challenges, more complex airplanes, more pressure to 
“complete the mission,” and more stressful situations to stretch their limits while flying Part 135, or charter to 
unfamiliar airports in more challenging weather. This is when a pilot either becomes a professional or has his 
limitations unmistakably exposed.  Ask any professional airline pilot about that time in their careers and they 
will all have a story of a what they thought was a good decision gone awry.  Very often there are no obvious 
answers in the conduct of a flight. A pilot’s ability to make safe decisions requires experience. Experience allows 
you to see the traps. At every level of a pilot’s career there are ever more complex decisions to be made.  For 
example, a pilot may encounter mechanical problems that required maintenance but such maintenance, at 
least on paper, could be deferred.  An experienced pilot would know which mechanical issues could impact 
other systems, create other limitations, or interact with certain weather phenomena.  A less seasoned pilot, 
without the experience to understand that what is legal on paper may not be safe in practice, could become 
involved in an incident or accident that the more experienced pilot would anticipate and be able to prevent. 

One might compare the safety record of U.S. pilots to other countries that have academically-centered flight 
training, but no 1500-hour mandate.  There is no shortage of global incidents that prove this point:  Air France 
stalled an A330 into the South Atlantic, Asiana B-777 landed short of SFO, and the recent China Eastern 737 
crash are just a few.  See Attachment 2 for a complete list. 

Unpacking Republic’s Request: 

Republic’s Petition for exemption from the 1500-hour rule is ostensibly predicated on many factors: 
accessibility, diversity, funding, applicant screening and selection, and flight training.  Most of these, while 
important issues, are unrelated to how operational experience, flying skill, and decision making add to 
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passenger safety, which is at the heart of why the 1500-hour rule was adopted.  We look at these issues 
individually below. 

Public vs. Self-Interest:  

This Petition is obviously based on Republic’s self-interest, rather than the public interest as it claims.  It is solely 
a ploy to bypass the Congressional mandate and lower their hiring standards.  Further, Republic’s Petition is not 
intended to be narrowly applied, but rather plainly articulates its hope that other airlines would follow suit.   

Accessibility, Diversity & Financial Barriers: 

Republic’s Petition repeatedly states that its program is designed to make airline pilot careers more accessible 
to underrepresented groups that may not have the means to pursue such an endeavor.  Reducing the current 
1500-hour requirement is not necessary for any airline to achieve this noble goal.  

We agree that diversity, inclusion, outreach, and economic opportunity are critical elements to the future of 
aviation. However, this must be accomplished without risking aviation safety. Republic’s screening, scholarship, 
financing, stipends, and job opportunities would address this issue without the need to reduce minimum flight 
experience.  Republic cannot claim to give more opportunities to underserved groups while offering these 
groups less in the way of critical experience. Once a student achieves their commercial and instructor ratings, 
these pilots can earn a living as flight instructors or in Part 135 operations such as Cape Air, as Republic’s 
current program does now. There are many Part 135 operations available to partner with their graduates to 
gain experience before returning to 121 operation.  Southwest Airline’s Destination 225o  provides diverse 
experience through partnerships for its ab initio students (https://careers.southwestair.com/D225Cadet). 

Screening & Military Training Equivalent:  

In Section 2 and Section 3 of the Petition, Republic specifically asks for relief from 14 C.F.R. § 61.160(a) which 
currently requires a person to be a current or former U.S. military pilot to apply for an airline transport pilot 
certificate with restrictive privileges.   

When the 1500-hour rule was established, the First Officer Qualification Aviation Rulemaking Committee (FOQ 
ARC) spent countless months studying the first officer qualifications and carefully considered every means of 
training, including 141 schools, aviation universities, and the military.  The ARC’s conclusion was thoughtfully 
crafted and well-reasoned in granting military pilots a drastic reduction in required experience, giving value to 
competitively accredited universities, and no relief to even the highest quality 141 schools. 

The multi-engine type rating and 750-hour standard established for military pilots was implemented in 
recognition of the rigorous training that military pilots undergo and the diversity of environments they operate 
in worldwide.       

Currently Republic’s LIFT academy has a 50% acceptance rate, the military pilot acceptance rate is perhaps 
lower than 10%. The military failure rate is twice that of Republic’s (a demonstration of their tough standards).  
Republic’s program requires that a student only acquire 250 hours of pilot in command time to qualify for the 
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R-ATP! Critically, the military has a tradition of duty and honor along with over a century of training experience
and decades of evidence that their pilots merit the waiving of such a critically important safety factor as
experience.  The military spends millions of dollars to train each pilot. As a former Air Force pilot and instructor,
myself, I can testify that the military has a deeply-ingrained ethos of dedication and professionalism from
officers who have dedicated their careers to training and safety.  A profit-driven enterprise is inherently
incapable of creating and fostering the high standards and commitment to the public wellbeing that are rooted
in the military’s culture of self-sacrifice and service.  The fact that Republic is asking you to allow for experience
requirements to be reduced supposedly in order to promote diversity is evidence of its true priorities: profit
and expediency.  See Attachment 1 for a comparison of Republic and military training requirements.

In Section 5 of its Petition, Republic claims a level of safety for its R-ATP program equal to or above existing 
regulations. because they are modeling their training program to be similar to the military’s program.  However, 
Republic mischaracterizes “military-style” training, and in fact its R-ATP Program is far more similar to intensive 
programs offered at larger 141 schools.  Even if Republic could duplicate the intensity of military pilot training, it 
cannot duplicate any other element of the military flying experience, which 14 C.F.R. § 61.160(a) so 
appropriately acknowledges. 

Republic’s request (Sec. 2.2.2, pg. 8) undermines the very precedence it claims for approval of the exemption. 

The FOQ ARC submitted its recommendations report 7 to the FAA in September 2010. Based on the FOQ 
ARC recommendations, the FAA promulgated 14 CFR 61.160, which provides credit toward the 
aeronautical experience requirements for issuance of an R-ATP certificate to (1) current and former U.S. 
military pilots and (2) graduates of aviation degree programs at institutions of higher education that 
include a ground and flight training curriculum approved under 14 CFR part 141.  

It is audacious for Republic to compare its proposed training to the military’s training and completely ignore a 
hard fact: very few military pilots leave active duty and seek jobs with only 750 hours.  The few pilots who do 
are most likely those who have had the most intense experiences in fighter aircraft and/or carrier/alert 
operations.  In practice, the vast majority of pilots of the military’s transport category aircraft exceed the 
minimum flight hours by thousands, logging the highest-quality, most-intense flight hours available.   

It is clear that Republic’s R-ATP Program is in no way similar to a military pilot’s training. Not in screening, not in 
equipment, not in personnel, not in dedication, not in experience, not in safety. 

We urge the FAA to deny all exemptions that have the potential to degrade airline safety, not only at Republic 
but also at other airlines, who might be tempted to follow Republic down this slippery slope.  

For all these reasons stated, we maintain that Republic’s R-ATP Petition should be denied.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Captain Joe Muckle, President 
Airline Professionals Association, Teamsters Local 1224 
2754 Old St Rt 73, Wilmington, OH 45177 
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Attachment 1:  Republic and Military Comparisons at a Glance 
 
 Republic 

 
Military  

Screening “Similar” screening: Actual screening: 
 Interview and extensive hours of 

testing. Currently 50% of applicants 
accepted into LIFT Academy. 

Four years of ROTC , a Military  
Academy, or 6 weeks of Officer 
Training School with a 4-yr degree. Less 
than 10% of applicants enter UPT. 

 Criminal background check and a 
drug screening 

Extensive Top Secret Security 
investigation, repetitive drug screening 

Testing Unverified aptitude test AFOQT or equivalent 
Training, 
equipment & 
curriculum 

“Similar” training equipment and 
curriculum: 

Actual training equipment and 
curriculum: 

 DA-40 165 HP piston engine 
DA-42 with 2 piston engines 
Inexperienced instructors with no 
real-world experience 

T-6A Turbo-prop, T-1A Jayhawk Jet,       
T-38C Supersonic Trainer  
Seasoned instructors with years of 
military experience 

 Held to the Airman Certification 
Standards (“ACS”) 

Held to standards in excess of Airman 
Certification Standards (“ACS”) 

 Nothing equivalent C130, C-5, KC-135 4-engine jets  
F16, F18, F35 Fighter Jets 

 Upset training Aerobatics, formation, low level 
 Observation flights Engine out training in actual aircraft 
 Complex airspace Combat zones and actual warfare 
 Attendance tracking 10-year commitment to serve country 
Hands on 
Experience 

As part of the advanced airline 
academics, LIFT students visit 
Republic headquarters in 
Indianapolis headquarters, which 
includes Dispatch Center, Crew 
Scheduling, Maintenance Control, 
and Engineering along with visits to 
an air traffic control tower and the 
Republic maintenance hangar. 
These in-person visits improve 
students’ understanding of 
Republic’s organizational structure, 
operational setup, aircraft, and 
airport operations.”   
(Reference: Sec. 5.1.1.3 - page 28) 

As part of a military career, officers visit 
the Middle East, Eastern Europe, Asia, 
Aircraft Carriers, the stratosphere, the 
supersonic regime, and participate in:  
air refueling, dog fights, and/or 
bombing heavily defended targets.  
These in-person visits and experiences 
improve a military pilot’s 
understanding of how to safely fly 
aircraft in the most challenging, and 
even terrifying, circumstances in any 
unusual flight regime with every kind of 
damage imaginable.  
(Reference: Veterans) 
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Attachment 2:   List of Global Airline Disasters Since 2002 
 

Note that only two U.S. flights are on this list: (1) Colgan Air in Buffalo, NY and (2) Comair Flight 5191, 
both of which were a catalyst to the 1500-hour rule. The vast majority operate from countries that do not 

require the equivalent minimum flight experience. 
 

 
2022 
• 21 March:  A Boeing 737, operated by China Eastern Airlines crashed in the mountains of 

Guangxi after plunging from cruising altitude, killing all 123 passengers and nine 
crewmembers aboard. 

 
2021 
• 9 January:  A Boeing 737, operated by Sriwijaya Air, crashes into the Java Sea minutes after 

taking off from Jakarta. All 62 people on board are killed, including seven children and three 
babies. Officials say a problem with the aircraft's auto-throttle had been reported a few days 
before the crash. 

 
2020 
• 22 May:   An Airbus A320 carrying 91 passengers and eight members of crew crashes in a 

residential area of the southern Pakistani city of Karachi, killing more than 90 people. At least 
two passengers survive the crash. 

 
2019 
• 10 March:  An Ethiopian Airlines Boeing 737 Max crashes six minutes after take-off from 

Addis Ababa. All 157 people onboard are killed. The victims come from more than 30 
countries. 

 
2018 
• 29 October:  A Boeing 737 Max, operated by Lion Air, crashes into the Java Sea shortly after 

taking off from Jakarta, Indonesia. All 189 passengers and crew are killed. Investigators said 
the plane – which had had technical problems on previous flights – should have been 
grounded. 

• 18 May:   A Boeing 737 passenger plane crashes shortly after take-off from Jose Marti 
International Airport in Havana, killing 112 people. One passenger survives. 

• 12 March:  A plane carrying 71 passengers and crew crashes on landing at Kathmandu 
airport. More than 50 people are killed when the Bombardier Dash 8 turboprop comes 
down. 

• 18 February:  A passenger plane crashes into the Zagros mountains in Iran killing all 66 
people on board. The Aseman Airlines ATR turboprop crashes about an hour after taking off 
in the capital, Tehran, heading for the south-western city of Yasuj. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-55761504
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-55761504
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-47513508?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/cv06837xl7lt/ethiopian-airlines-crash&link_location=live-reporting-story
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-46121127
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-44176899
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-44176899
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-43369179
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-43369179
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• 11 February:  A Russian passenger plane crashes minutes after leaving Moscow's 
Domodedovo airport with 71 people on board. The Antonov An-148 belonging to Saratov 
Airlines was enroute to the city of Orsk in the Ural mountains when it crashed near the 
village of Argunovo, about 80km (50 miles) south-east of Moscow. 

 
2017 
• There were no passenger jet crashes in 2017 - the safest year in the history of commercial 

airlines. 
 
2016 
• 7 December:  All 48 people on board a Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) plane were killed 

when it crashed in the north of the country. The national airline – accused of safety failures 
in the past – insisted this time that strict checks on Flight PK-661 from Chitral to Islamabad 
left “no room for any technical error”. 

• 28 November:  The plane carrying the football team of the Brazilian club Chapecoense runs 
out of fuel and crashes near Medellin, Colombia, killing 71 people, including most of the 
players and management. Three players were among the six survivors, while nine did not 
travel. 

• 19 May:  French President Francois Hollande confirms that an EgyptAir flight reported 
missing between Paris and Cairo has crashed, with 66 people on board. 

• 19 March:  A FlyDubai Boeing 737-800 crashes in Rostov-on-Don, Russia, killing all 62 people 
on board. 

 
2015 
• 24 March:  Germanwings Airbus A320 airliner crashes in the French Alps near Digne, on a 

flight from Barcelona to Dusseldorf. All 148 people on board were feared dead. 
 
2014 
• 28 December:  AirAsia QZ8501 flying from Surabaya in Indonesia to Singapore goes missing 

over the Java sea. The pilot radioed for permission to divert around bad weather but no 
mayday alert was issued. There were 162 passengers and crew on board. 

• 24 July:  Air Algerie AH5017 disappears over Mali amid poor weather near the border with 
Burkina Faso. The McDonnell Douglas MD-83 was operated by Spain's Swiftair, and was 
heading from Ouagadougou to Algiers carrying 116 passengers - 51 of them French. All are 
thought to have died. 

• 23 July:  Forty-eight people die when a Taiwanese ATR-72 plane crashes into stormy seas 
during a short flight. TransAsia Airways GE222 was carrying 54 passengers and four crew to 
the island of Penghu. It made an abortive attempt to land before crashing on a second 
attempt. 

• 8 March:  The disappearance of Malaysia Airlines MH370 during a flight from Kuala Lumpur 
to Beijing leads to the largest and most expensive search in aviation history. Despite vast 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42538053
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-42538053
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effort, notably in the hostile South Indian Ocean, nothing was found until July 2015, when an 
aircraft wing part washed up on Reunion Island. French officials confirmed the debris was 
from MH370. 

 
2013 
• 17 November:  Tatarstan Airlines Boeing 737 crashes on landing in Kazan, Russia, killing all 50 

people on board. 
• 16 October:  Forty-nine people, including foreigners from some 10 countries as well as 

Laotian nationals, die when a Lao Airlines ATR 72-600 plunges into the Mekong River as it 
came in to land. 

 
2012 
• 3 June:  A Dana Air passenger plane with about 150 people on board crashes in a densely 

populated area of Nigeria's largest city, Lagos. 
• 20 April:  A Bhoja Air Boeing 737 crashes on its approach to the main airport in the Pakistani 

capital Islamabad, killing all 121 passengers and six crew. 
 
2011 
• 8 July:  A Hewa Bora Airways plane crash-lands in bad weather in Democratic Republic of 

Congo, killing 74 of the 118 people on board. 
• 9 January:  An IranAir Boeing 727 breaks into pieces near the city of Orumiyeh, killing 77 of 

the 100 people on board. The pilots had reported a technical failure before trying to land. 
 
2010 
• 5 November:  An Aerocaribbean passenger turboprop crashes in mountains in central Cuba, 

killing all 68 people on board. 
• 28 July:  A Pakistani plane on an Airblue domestic flight from Karachi crashes into a hillside 

while trying to land at Islamabad airport, killing all 152 people on board. 
• 22 May:  An Air India Express Boeing 737 overshot a hilltop airport in Mangalore, southern 

India, and crashed into a valley, bursting into flames and killing 158. 
• 12 May:  An Afriqiyah Airways Airbus 330 crashes while trying to land near Tripoli airport in 

Libya, killing more than 100 people. 
• 10 April:  A Tupolev 154 plane carrying Polish President Lech Kaczynski crashes near the 

Russian airport of Smolensk, killing more than 90 people on board. 
• 25 January:  Ethiopian Airlines passenger jet crashes into the sea with 89 people on board 

shortly after take-off from Beirut. 
 
2009 
• 15 July:  A Caspian Airlines Tupolev plane crashes in the north of Iran enroute to Armenia. All 

168 passengers and crew are reported dead. 
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• 30 June:  A Yemeni passenger plane, an Airbus 310, crashes in the Indian Ocean near the 
Comoros archipelago. Only one of the 153 people on board survives. 

• 1 June:  An Air France Airbus 330 travelling from Rio de Janeiro to Paris crashes into the 
Atlantic with 228 people on board. Search teams later recover some 50 bodies in the ocean. 

• 12 February:  A passenger plane crashes into a house in Buffalo, New York, killing all 49 
people on board and one person on the ground. 

 
2008 
• 14 September:  A Boeing-737 crashes on landing near the central Russian city of Perm, killing 

all 88 passengers and crew members on board. 
• 24 August:  A passenger plane crashes shortly after take-off from Kyrgyzstan's capital, 

Bishkek, killing 68 people. 
• 20 August:  A Spanair plane veers off the runway on take-off at Madrid's Barajas airport, 

killing 154 people and injuring 18. 
 
2007 
• 30 November:  All 56 people on board an Atlasjet flight are killed when it crashes near the 

town of Keciborlu in the mountainous Isparta province, about 12km (7.5 miles) from Isparta 
airport. 

• 16 September:  At least 87 people are killed after a One-Two-Go plane crashed on landing in 
bad weather at the Thai resort of Phuket. 

• 17 July:  A TAM Airlines jet crashes on landing at Congonhas airport in Sao Paulo, in Brazil's 
worst-ever air disaster. A total of 199 people are killed - all 186 on board and 13 on the 
ground. 

• 5 May:  A Kenya Airways Boeing 737-800 crashes in swampland in southern Cameroon, killing 
all 114 on board. The official inquiry is yet to report on the cause of the disaster. 

• 1 January:  An Adam Air Boeing 737-400 carrying 102 passengers and crew comes down in 
mountains on Sulawesi Island on a domestic Indonesian flight. All on board are presumed 
dead. 

 
2006 
• 29 September:  A Boeing 737 carrying 154 passengers and crew crashed into the Amazon 

rainforest in Brazil, killing all on board, after colliding with a private jet in mid-air. 
• 27 August: Comair Flight 5191-A passenger flight crashed while attempting to take off from 

an airport in Kentucky.  Using the wrong runway which was too short they overran the end, 
killing 47 passengers and two of the three crew. 

• 22 August:  A Russian Tupolev-154 passenger plane with 170 people on board crashes north 
of Donetsk, in eastern Ukraine. 

• 9 July:  A Russian S7 Airbus A-310 skids off the runway during landing at Irkutsk airport in 
Siberia. A total of 124 people on board die, but more than 50 survive the crash. 
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• 3 May:  An Armavia Airbus A-320 crashes into the Black Sea near Sochi, killing all 113 people 
on board. 

 
2005 
• 10 December:  A Sosoliso Airlines DC-9 crashes in the southern Nigerian city of Port Harcourt, 

killing 103 people on board. 
• 22 October:  A Bellview airlines Boeing 737 carrying 117 people on board crashes soon after 

take-off from the Nigerian city of Lagos, killing everyone on board. 
• 5 September:  A Mandala Airlines plane with 112 passengers and five crew on board crashes 

after take-off in the Indonesian city of Medan, killing almost all on board and dozens on the 
ground. 

• 16 August:  A Colombian plane operated by West Caribbean Airways crashes in a remote 
region of Venezuela, killing all 160 people on board. The airliner, heading from Panama to 
Martinique, was packed with residents of the Caribbean island. 

• 14 August:  A Helios Airways flight from Cyprus to Athens with 121 people on board crashes 
north of the Greek capital Athens, apparently after a drop in cabin pressure. 

• 16 July:  An Equatair plane crashes soon after take-off from Equatorial Guinea's island capital, 
Malabo, west of the mainland, killing all 60 people on board. 

• 3 February:  The wreckage of Kam Air Boeing 737 flight is located in high mountains near the 
Afghan capital Kabul, two days after the plane vanished from radar screens in heavy 
snowstorms. All 104 people on board are feared dead. 

 
2004 
• 21 November:  A passenger plane crashes into a frozen lake near the city of Baotou in the 

Inner Mongolia region of northern China, killing all 53 on board and two on the ground, 
officials say. 

• 3 January:  An Egyptian charter plane belonging to Flash Airlines crashes into the Red Sea, 
killing all 141 people on board. Most of the passengers are thought to be French tourists. 

 
2003 
• 25 December:  A Boeing 727 crashes soon after take-off from the West African state of 

Benin, killing at least 135 people enroute to Lebanon. 
• 8 July:  A Boeing 737 crashes in Sudan shortly after take-off, killing 115 people on board. Only 

one passenger, a small child survived. 
• 26 May:  A Ukrainian Yak-42 crashes near the Black Sea resort of Trabzon in north-west 

Turkey, killing all 74 people on board - most of them Spanish peacekeepers returning home 
from Afghanistan. 

• 6 March:  An Algerian Boeing 737 crashes after taking off from the remote Tamanrasset 
airport, leaving up to 102 people dead. 

• 19 February:  An Iranian military transport aircraft carrying 276 people crashes in the south 
of the country, killing all on board. 
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• 8 January:  A Turkish Airlines plane with 76 passengers and crew on board crashes while 
coming in to land at Diyarbakir. 

 
2002 
• 23 December:  An Antonov 140 commuter plane carrying aerospace experts crashes in 

central Iran, killing all 46 people aboard. The delegation had been due to review an Iranian 
version of the same plane built under license. 

• 1 July:  Seventy-one people, many of them children die when a Russian Tupolev 154 aircraft 
on a school trip to Spain collides with a Boeing 757 transport plane over southern Germany. 

• 25 May:  A Boeing 747 belonging to Taiwan's national carrier - China Airlines - crashes into 
the sea near the Taiwanese island of Penghu, with 225 passengers and crew on board. 

• 7 May:  China Northern Airlines plane carrying 112 people crashes into the sea near Dalian in 
north-east China. 

• 7 May:  On the same day, an EgyptAir Boeing 735 crash lands near Tunis with 55 passengers 
and up to 10 crew on board. Most people survive. 

• 4 May:  A BAC1-11-500 plane operated by EAS Airlines crashes in the Nigerian city of Kano, 
killing 148 people - half of them on the ground. 

• 15 April:  Air China flight 129 crashes on its approach to Pusan, South Korea, with over 160 
passengers and crew on board. 

• 12 February:  A Tupolev 154 operated by Iran Air crashes in mountains in the west of Iran, 
killing all 117 on board. 

• 29 January:  A Boeing 727 from the Ecuadorean TAME airline crashes in mountains in 
Colombia, killing 92 people. 

 
 
 
Sources:  
 
BBC News (https://www.bbc.com/news/world-10785301) 
 
Reuters (https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-eastern-airlines-passenger-jet-has-
accident-guangxi-state-media-says-2022-03-21/) 
  
NTSB (https://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/AccidentReports/Reports/AAR0705.pdf)  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-10785301
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-eastern-airlines-passenger-jet-has-accident-guangxi-state-media-says-2022-03-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-eastern-airlines-passenger-jet-has-accident-guangxi-state-media-says-2022-03-21/
https://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/AccidentReports/Reports/AAR0705.pdf
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